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ASTM STANDARD HANDLES TEST RESULT OUTLIERS 
A good number of problems associated with test result differences could be avoided if a standard was followed for handling test result outliers.  ASTM Designation E-178-02 Standard Practice for Dealing With Outlying Observations is a standard practice that covers outlying observations (test results) and how to test the statistical significance of them.  ASTM E-178 includes guidance on how to reject erroneous test results.  Also available is an Outlier Spread Sheet developed by the FAA that can be used to help evaluate potentially erroneous test results. 
